
 

 
 

 
ATTAWAPISKAT, ON, Statement on Chief and Council Elections,  

 

Several of our members have raised concerns about their inability to vote in yesterday’s elections, because 

they are unable to travel to Attawapiskat on election day.  Numerous members of the media and other 

parties have also voiced their own concerns about Attawapiskat’s electoral processes. 

 

All Attawapiskat’s adult members are entitled to vote in elections, whether they live on or off-reserve.  

Attawapiskat’s custom and policy to date has been to conduct all polling on the First Nation’s reserve, on 

election day and through advance polls.   

 

The fairness, integrity, and accessibility of Attawapiskat’s electoral processes are crucial to our 

community’s health.  The First Nation’s members, elders, leadership and administration will continue to 

work together to ensure that members’ wishes, as well as Attawapiskat’s customary practices and values, 

are reflected in our electoral processes.  There is and will always be room to improve those processes.  

 

We have consulted our community members throughout the last several years about potential electoral 

reforms.  The revision of our leadership code is a community-driven process, rather than a reform imposed 

by Chief and Council or Attawapiskat’s Administration.    

 

Like most other First Nations, Attawapiskat has suffered from chronic underfunding throughout the last 

several decades.  This has have left us with a deficiency in critical infrastructural, housing and other needs 

that force our membership, leadership and administration to make difficult and sometimes heartbreaking 

choices about where and how resources should be allocated.   

 

The Chief and Council of Attawapiskat First Nation are accountable to Attawapiskat’s members, and only 

to our members, in all matters relating to governance and leadership, including the conduct of elections.  

We will continue to work within our community, and both our on and off-reserve members, to ensure that 

our governance and electoral processes reflect our own community’s values, customs, laws, and 

preferences.  

 

Our community will once again turn its mind to whether, and to what extent, our election code can be 

improved.  We thank those members of other communities, and the media, for their expressions of concern, 

and assure you that Attawapiskat’s members, leadership and administration will remain accountable to each 

other in the conduct of our elections. 

 


