
 

 

Attawapiskat declares State of Emergency – Update # 2 Friday, November 29, 2013 

Attawapiskat, ON, November 29, 2013 - The Attawapiskat First Nation has engaged a Timmins based restoration 

company for the repair of the fire damaged East End Trailer Complex.  During the past week the First Nation and 

the restoration company have been conducting assessments, and finalizing scope of work for the restoration. 

It is anticipated that renovation activities will be completed in two phases.  The residents of the East Wing of the 

complex will be the first to return in about a week and a half after environmental assessments are completed.  The 

East End residents are expected to be able to return around December 7, if all efforts are successful. 

The residents of the West Wing of the complex which suffered fire and smoke damage will return later in the 

month after the completion of the repairs, and environmental assessments. 

The restoration company is confident that all repairs can be completed by December 20, allowing all residents to 

return. 

In the early morning hours of November 21, 2013, there was an accidental fire in one of the residential suites of 

the West Wing of East End Complex which displaced approximately eighty residents in two wings of the complex.  

Despite a swift response by members of the Attawapiskat First Nation Volunteer Fire Department, the affected 

unit was heavily damaged by fire, and the surrounding wing suffered from smoke damage.  Due to the lack of 

alternate housing options in the community, sixty five affected residents were evacuated to Kapuskasing on two 

evacuation flights on Saturday, November 23, 2013. Affected residents have been accommodated in a hotel in 

Kapuskasing.  Nine affected residents of the fire were able to secure alternate short term accommodation in 

Attawapiskat. 

Since the outbreak of the fire, representatives of the Attawapiskat First Nation have been working closely with 

representatives of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada on this issue. 

The Attawapiskat First Nation is located on the north shore of the Attawapiskat River, 500 kilometers north of 

Timmins, Ontario.  The community of Attawapiskat, has an on Reserve population of 1800 members, and whose 

traditional territories include areas of the Ekwan, Attawapiskat, and Lawashi River Basins. 

For additional information, please contact Wayne Turner, Executive Director, (705) 997-2166, or by e-mail 

wayne.turner@attawapiskat.org  


